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On Dec. 15, congressional leaders from the parties which comprise the governing Concertacion para
la Democracia coalition presented charges of "notable abandonment of duties" against three justices
of the Third Chamber of the Supreme Court and the Supreme Court's Army auditor general.
The charges are based on a decision issued by judges Hernan Cereceda, Leonel Beraud, German
Valenzuela and Army representative Fernando Torres which placed two cases of human rights
abuses committed during the former military regime under the jurisdiction of military courts (for
previous coverage see NotiSur 11/03/92.) According to the legislators, the Supreme Court move
"demonstrates a clear intention to ensure impunity and to deny justice in a case which involves the
gravest violations of human rights. It is well known that when such cases are passed over to military
tribunals, they are dismissed and filed away." The legislators affirmed that the four Supreme
Court representatives applied double standards in their decisions. The Supreme Court justified
the transfer of the Alfonso Chanfreau disappearance case by arguing that in 1974, when the Leftist
Revolutionary Movement (Movimiento de Izquierda Revolucionaria, MIR) militant was abducted,
a state of "internal war" existed in Chile. In other cases involving crimes against members of the
government or military, however, the judges explicitly denied the existence of any such internal
war. The legislators requested that the justices be suspended from their posts. The measure must
be approved first by the Chamber of Deputies, where the government coalition controls a majority
of the seats, and then by the Senate, where the right-wing opposition controls a majority due to the
presence of eight "designated senators" appointed by Gen. Augusto Pinochet during the military
government. [Sources: Spanish news service EFE, 12/15/92; La Epoca (Chile), La Nacion (Chile),
12/16/92]
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